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eA Letter Ml the Authors to a Gentleman 
in London, pon occaſion of h1s ſending 


unto him the following Diſcourſe. 


SIR, 
HE ardent affe&tions I bear tomy Re- 
q ligion, Prince, and Country, have 
importuned me in order to Publick 
Peace, to preſent the incloſed Papers to 
your judicious view, hoping your Candor 
and-Ingenuity will ſo far prevatlwith you, as 
not to reject this bold addreſs from an un. 
known hand. I leave them frecly to your 
peruſal, and correction alſo; and if you cor- 
re&them as it is ſaid Philoxenus.in Plutarch, 
did the Book that was ſent him to.amend, 
with one great great blot from the beginning 
tothe end, I ſhall not be offended with you , 
for probably they may deſerveit. Bur if you 
ſhall think them, or any part of them, may 
be uſctul for the publick good, to commir 
them to the Preſs, or if not, to the Fire. I 
lee or hear of daily what mean and unworthy, 


yea, ſeditious and wicked Pamphlets come a- 
A. 2 broad 


: The Preface. 


broad to abuſe the Government, to corrupt 
and debauch the Nation, and increaſe thoſe 
flames, we ought all ſtudionſly to indeavour 
toquench. 1 Rope if mine ſhall happen to 
ſee the light, although very mean and un- 
worthy, Country-like, will not be hurtful to 
any, and will give offence to none, but ſuch 
as are certainly bad. I hope I may with mo- 
defty ſay thus much of the main ſubſtance and 
matter of the Diſcourſe ; If it were (as it is 
nothing but ſolid Truth) impreſled upon all 
Our hearts in this Nation, it would certainly 
not only make his Sacred Majeſties Govern- 
ment-more eaſie and portable to him, but this 
Church and Nation happy. I hope Sir*you 
will pardon 


Feb. the 4th. Your very bumble Servant. 
I'679. 


—_— 


 — 


The way of PEACE: 


OR, 


A DISCOURSE 


OF THE 


Dangerous Principles and Practices 
OF SOME 


-Pretended Proteſtants , &C. 
T c is notbing caſts ſo indeleble 8 blemiſh upon Religion 


(asa late worthy Author hath it) as when the Pro- 

Feſſors of it are turbulent, imperſuad able, ungovernable 3 

when that which ſhould firengthen the bands of the Ma- 
giftrate ſball weaken them, when that which ſhould eaſe bis care, 
aud ſave the labour of bis animadverfions, ſhall it ſelf awaken and 
raiſe bis jealoufie , when that which ſhould enaft his Laws in 1be 
very Conſciences of men, ſhall pretend to abrogate or diſpenſe with 
them when men ſhall ſmite the two Tables one againſt the other, an inquiry in- 
and put other limitations and conditions upon Princes than God tothe cauſe of 
_—_— _ is done, That Prince or Magiſtrate the por 
need be avery devout man indeed, that caſts a benigne aſpett upean P** 
that profeſſion which hath ſo malignant an influence —_ his Go. _ 
wvernments And all conſidering mea will with great reaſon doubt, ted, 1674+ 
whether that Religion be of God, that gives ſuch trouble to bis * 
Vicegerent,. aud whether that will carry men to Heaven bereafier, 
that makes Tumalits, Confuſions, and a Hell npon Earth. 

The 
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*C02) 
The more raiſed aud elevated any Religion pretends to be, the 
moreit profeſſeth a contempt of the World, the more it ſpeaks of P4« 
Hience, Contentation, Humility, and the more it glories in the hopes 
of another wortd, fill the more borritly abſurd, and contradiflious 
will it be, that they that profeſs it, ſhould give countenance to diſ- 
obedience and diftyrbance of Government, Tertullian gives ampte 
teſtimony, Apol. c. 37. We want ( laith he) neither numbers nor 
Leaders, nor ſpirit to enable us for any attempt, but that we bave 
learaed to ſuffer ill, and not to do it 5, to obey and ſubmit, uot to 
coutend with our Rulers. And Ammianus Marcellinus a Pagan 
; SAdicr in Jalifans Army, gives this ſhort deſcription of the Chriftian 
Aut hoc non ef Religion, Nil nifijuſtum ſuader & lene. Its faith is compounded 
evangelium,aut of nothing but mildneſs and innocency; it makes men juſt and 
pro ittian on honeſt ; it fills mens hearts with vertuons principle — it teacheth 
men not to be troublers of the world, but to go quietly and inoffen- 
frey through it, -with ay little noiſe aud provocation 45 is Poſſible, 
and ſo to arrive at eternal reſt and peace in Heaven, ; 
And as this is the known glory of Chriſtianity in general, ſo it 
© was peculiarly of the Engliſh Reformation 3 it was eſtabliſhed or- 
derly by Law, and did yot force its way by popular Tumult— 
and it?/pity it's gloyy afterward ofun{d be. ftgined by 'therigſalence 
and impatience of thoſe that, pretend to it. bY 
It's a great blot in the Writings of Mr. Calvin, that after be had 
diſcourſed rarely'well of the power of Princes, and the duty of Sub- 
jeflr, be undoes all again with an unhappy exception #1 theſe wordy, 
De privatis'hominibus ſernper lequor, a paſſage of that il! aſpect 
von Government, that it ir ſuſpeQed by fome, and not altogether 
without conſe; that moſt of the Confuſrors of Kingdoms which have 
happened 'fince," and "eſpecially the troubles of theſe Nations, bave 
received enconragement, if not taken riſe from thence : But whether 
that be ſoor no, it is certain that it bath furniſht the Papifts with 
. areerimination upon the Proteſtant Dodrine. If it can be ob- 
" jelted againſt ns that our Churches are always infeſted with divi- 
\ fhours, and the States wnder 'whith we live, imbroiled in tronbles, 
' "We bave reaſms to be eicerned 5 for it cannot be, but. either the ſeed 
muſt be very bad that brings forth  fuch fruits, or the fayl very cor- 
raps that makes good feed ſo degenerate; and-whetherſorver of theſe 
two things be concluded on ( as it is certaiu one-muſt, and-both 
.. Hay) -wHill conſmit, either for onr ſelves or our profeſſion; \that by 
our Diviſions, Diſpmres, Tnthulenics, and 'Priſobtdiencer, — 
X iÞe 


(3) 
the aforeſaid Dilewms, jnevitgble. . And,jall the wit and courage 
we ſhew in defending our private opinions, and maintauung qnx ſe> 
versl parties, when tbe common. cauſe and intereſt iz by this means 
rendered odious and contemptible, is but like the fooliſh ſolicitude 
of bims that ſhall be adorning his private Cabin when the Sbip is 
Pukinge If neither the confideration of the fin of Schiſm, nor the 
diſhonowr t0 our Religion, by our divifiagy, will. prevail t0 wnige ws, 
yet perbaps the apprebenfion of danger may. 1t was abſervedyf old, 
that the Conqueſt of this Ifland by the Romans was facilitated by 
the inteſtine diviſions of the Inbabitants. Dum finguli pugnant 
univerſi vincuntur. And we have t00 great cauſe to fear the Reli- 
giows intereſts of this Nation now may be eudangered upon the ſame 
point that the Civil were loſt thin, I mean, that while we conteſi 
with one another, and with our Rulers abont little things , we loſe 
the main, and by tbe opportunity of owr diviſions aud ſub-diviſions, 
a common Exemy break in upon ns. And therefore, unleſs we 
could be ſo fond as to perſuade our ſelves we have no Enemies , or ſo 
mad as to think them as ſupine as our ſelves, it muſt be uareaſouable 
preſumption to tbink onr ſelves ſafe in this diſtrafied condition. 
Now further to illuſtrate the dangerous principles of the 
Presbyterians, and other Difſenters from the Church of Exg- 
land, let us conſider what King Faemes in the Conference at 
Hampton Court did firſt declare. That of «ll the Tranſlations of 
the Bible into the Engliſh tongue, that of Geneva was the worſt, 
and that the Notes upon it were partial, nntrue, ſeditious, and ſa- 
voxring too much of dangerous and trAterons conceits, his Majefty 


inftanced in two places,the one in Exod, 1.1 g. when diſobedience to ſions on the | 


Kings is allowed of. The otber, 2 Chron. 15. 16. Where Aſa is 
zaxed for depoſing his Mother, and not killing ber 3 a Note whereof 
(as the Author of the (aid relation ſpeaks) the Scottiſh. Presby- 
terians made ſpecial uſe of, not only depoſing Mary their lawful 
Dern, but perſecuting ber openly and muder band, till they bad 
taken away her life. Again, the Geneva notes upoy, Matth.2.12. 
promiſe ought not to be kept, where Gods honour and preaching of 
bis Truth is hindered, or elſe it ought nat to be broken. Now 
what a wide gap ((asthe ſaid Author further obſerves) doth this 
opex to the breach of all Promiſes, Oaths, Covenants, Contrafs 
end Agreements \ not only betwixt man aud man, but between 
Kings and their Subjefts ; what. Tumults, Rebellions bave been 
raiſed in all parts of Chriſtendom, iu England, Scotland, Ircland, 


France 


Dr. Hyylin his 
Animadver- 


Church-Hiſto- 
ry of Brittain, 


pag. 178. 


In the 4th, 
luſtre of his 
ſaid book, 


' lawful, as-heing for Religion and liberty of Conſcience 


(4) 
Fraice, thy Nether}arfde, 'Gerniany, wider" adfour that Gods bo- 
HWP and Bi Preiching bf the Trath'is bindered." If thit once paſs 
for good Dotirine,  nenber” 1he King, nor any of but good 5, ubjefts, 
in whatſoever Realm, can live in fe ey. 

' And as to axe ener practices, it # ſet our by Mr, Fames 
Hoxel in theLife of Lewis the 13th.K.of France. There were thiy- 
fren RyDellions that King ſappreft 4 moſt.if not alt by the Presbyte2 
rian Proteſtancs of that Kingddm:They being Enemies within doors, 
were made uſe of 'by diſcontented Princes upon all occafims: And 
to teſtifie what their principles were, the (aid Hiſtorian further 
relates the ſpeech of the Duke of Robay, the Head and Leader 
of them all, to an: Aﬀembly of the chiefeft of them.# Saying, 
Gentlemen, 'T pray do not ye think that ſince our cauſe is conjoyned 
with that of God, but that I continue ss flrang 2 z1al and vicling- 
tion as ever towards it —— Can we doubt bat oundefence, though 
For 
althaugh onr Parſons cry out daily in their Chairs, that we ought 
not to deſpair of Heavenly ſuccour, yet receiving every day proofs of 
the Wrath of the Eternal, there is more appearance to expel puniſh- 
ment for our ſins » than miracles for the re-tablifhment of our 
aff sirs—— If your wiſdoms find it to purpoſe that it be more expe- 
dient to ſeek onr Conſervation with the exerciſe of onr Religion and 
liberty of Conſciences within the obedience which we owe to our law- 
fl Prince than in Reſiſtance ; which though juſt in it ſelf, is beld 


- by the Enemies of our faith #0 otber than Rebellion and High 


Treaſon.” 
To which may 'be added the Teſtimony of the famous 


Grotius, who faith, .1f we inqnire into the cauſes of the Wars 
which have ſo long waſted Europe, we ſhall find the flame to have 
been nary re by them that ſhould have been the Preachers 


of Peace. That the Civil Wars of Franct, moſt of them, were raiſed 
by them that ſtile themſelves Miniſters of the Goſpel , needs no 
ftronger ritneſſes than the freſh memory of Kings, Peers, and People, 
rogether with very many Letters both of the Duke of Bouillon aud 
Pleflis complaining thereof : And alſo the very Comentarics which 
the Duke of Rohan hath written of the loft Wars. Tet Texcept 
Camero, who was ever of another mind, and ſared much the worſ# 
forit ; if there were any more like him, I would uot deprive them of 
their due praiſe. We bave ſeen a prodigious thing, Troops and 
Companies muſtered, Arms and Ammynition” gathered under the 

name 


(FJ 


1 ame of the Reformied Churches ; Whente is this power, from Hea- 
ven. or from Earth? For my part; being one who do nt only diſ- 


ſuade Swbjes from taking avms, but imreat Kings alſo to make 4 peace. 


ſparing uſe of their Prerogatives, who thinkthem to be leſs miſerable 
that are Condemned to the Galleys, than ſuch as are devoted to au 
everlaſting War. And the ſaid Author in another place, trea- 
ting of {ame:dangerous opinions, (peaketh thus, | Some opinions 
there be; that will not permit any State longer to be ſafe than force is 
wanting. Many think thatthere is. every where «certain Contradt 
or Covenant between God, the King, and the People upon ſuch terms ; 
that if the King depart from God, the people alſo may deſert the 
King. And the faid Author inſtanceth in divers particulars, 
Thoſe firſt, as they imagine depart from God, that acknowledg the 
Popes primacy i® the Church 3. for in all reaſon they muſt loſe that 
power which they .bave delivered up unto the Beaft. Thoſe next, 
who attempt dny Reconcilement with that Church that co-beres to 
tbe Roman Church, that is, with the ſynagogue of Satan, as they 
pleaſe to ſpeak. Laſtly, thoſe who retain any of the Rites and Cere- 
monies _ iv the Roman. Church, ſuch a5.ave retained. not in 
England - only, . but :in the Northern \Kingdoms, they are all Pa- 
piſtical, and tb:refore Idolatrous-—— And the lame Author con- 
cludes thus, Theſe are in truth things ſomewhat ridiculou, but of 
a very ſad conſequence. 

And further ſpeaking of obedience to Governours T in- 
culcate into \SubjeAs obedience towards. them all according to the 
precept of :Chrift: and his Apoſtles ; Let them deſire" the beſt, give 

' God thanks for tbe middle ſort, beay with the worſt. for the dofirin 
and example of Chriſt let them ſuffer even crafty Foxes, ſuch as 
Herod, crzel Lyons, ſuch as Nero. And when 1 ſpeak of Snb- 
jear, nuder that name'T comprebend alſo inferiour Magiſtrater, 
who: in reſped of the, higheſt power are but Subjefs, ſent by the 
King'as $t, Petox ſaith :1.T Preach not Evangeliumarmatum, | ax 
armed Goſpel -—+-—+-nat. Obedzence only, but Honaur alſo; and 
Reverence are due.umte vhem,. even to the'frowards what 'elſe ſaith 
Sophoclcs, tbey are Princes : But St. Pawl with Apoltolical gra- 
vity, They are Gods Miniſters : And if the doubtful ations, even 
of private men, are uccording 10 the rule of Charity ts beinterpre- 
ted'on. the. better part; bor. moieh more of Kings, . who are not bound 
to render an acconnt of 2beir ations te any, nor ean\tbey ſomtimes do 

it without peril of the Common-mealth:' _ a$% worthy Divine 
here- 


(6) 
heretofore oF the Church of Eg land, i (ſpeaking of the duty 
of-Sabjes, :faith thus, We wwſt look -201 onr place, where. God 
bath ſet. us 1+ if we be int ſubjettion to others, . their: Autbority 
ought to ſway with w1 neither it it the c of . thoſe that are 
Smbjettt to enquire over: curiouſly into the m of Government, 
for that both in- Peace and War, breeds much diſturbance , aud 
would trouble all defignr. And the late Learned and Judicious - 
Do@or Hamond delivers himſclf thus : You may diſcern (faith. 
he) bow far fram the pratjice and Goſpel of Chrifh are thoſe dofirins 
of Ambitious men, which have made Chriftian &eligion a ground 
or . excuſe of moving and diſquieting of Stater, and ſhaking, if 
#0t di —_————_— All that will be aſcful to learn from 
thence, ſaith that worthy Author, is the Tchriftianneſy of thoſt 
attions i Subje@t, which are built on ſuch Amichtition prigcipler 
as theſe > ſuch are Rebellions, Treaſons, Sedition, attempting the 
Commotion of States on colour of | Religion. IT. ſhall put you in 
mind ef this great Truth, That Chrift and bis Diſciples were of all 
the Dodtors that ever were in the world, the moſt careful to preſerve 
the deftrin and prefiice of Allegiance, even when. Emperors were 
the greateſs 1 of the Chriſtian Religion : And-if w# mean to 
be accounted followers of theve, we muſt go and ds likewiſe. 

In the Primitive times (as Laantins ſpeaks) believing was 
not an excuſe for diſobedience, or a commut ation for 8 boly life, buz 
a foundation of obedience to all the went arr _ 
the 7 of Chriſtianity bad owe ove lip, Detendenda 
Ra .- Sedleedo, {c4 moriendo, non ſ{tvitia, ſed 
patientia, non ſcelerc ſed fide, illa enim bonorum ſunt, hec 
malorum. , Lefantixs his Admonition.. And further (as a late 
Auther ſpeaks) I is by Gods ſpecial appointment and deſignation 
that Kings are bis 'Vicegerents in the world : It is by bis peculiar 
care and protetiion that their 4Autboritys preſerves, and that vheir 
perſons are at auy time fenced from the malivien defigns,or the out- 
ragious violences of wicked and. nnxreaſonable men.Thbe natzre of Go- 
vernment in the world is ſuch, that it requires a divine wiſdom; ord 
au nucontroulable power to ſuftain it, and to maintain its intereſts. 

To the fatne purpoſe the worthy:Gretizs afore-mentioned 
ſpeaks, in his excellent difcourſe of God and his Providence, 
T bat God permittetb avs the effefts of malice to rauge whither. 
would, but reftrains them ſo, that Government might never: 
overthrown, nor the knowledg of divine Laws mierly ans - 
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And 'tis a known wiſe ſaying of Tacitus (as a late Author 
alſo hath it) Bonos Prjncipes expecexc debemus qualeſcunque 
.pati, Et quomodo ſte, ;\rater, aut nimios imbres, & cztera 
nature mala, fic luxum & avaritiam dominantium tolerare, 
The world muſt be* governed as it may be, not by Angels, 
but by men — And there never was any lawful Magiſtrate 
ſo bad, whiſe Laws and Government were not more conducive to the 
preſervation of the comman good, than his oppreſſion was toſubver it. 
And tis wiſe to ſuffer s leſs exal, rather than loſe « greater goed. 
Now how dangerous and defiructive the Prerbyteriax and 
Paanatick Principles and PraQtices before mentioned are ? 
How ſubverſive of all Government, Order, and Peace in the 
world? And how contrary to the Doctrio of the true Pro- 
tefiant Church of | Exgiend, I leave to all wiſe, ſober, and in- 
enious Chriſtians to conſider ? more fit to be abominated and 
teſted, and exploded ouc of the Chiiftian world, than cheziſh- 
ed and countenanced. What more miſchievous and wicked 
rinciples in the world than theic two Antichriſtian Do@rins ? 
Fit, that nothing ought to be praGifed in and about the wor- 
hip of God, but what we muſt have an expreſs rule ox warrant 
for out of the Scriptures. Secondly, that we may do wickedly, 
rebel againſt oar lawful Prince, break our Oaths and Promiſes 
for the take of Religion. The firſt of which, at one firoak, 
cuts the throat of all Ecclefaſtical Government, and thereby 
lays waſt the Church. The cond turns the world into a 
'Shambles, brings in nothing but War, Blood, and Confuſion, 
and thereby lays waſt the Seatc. 


And when we' ſhall confider,as — hath obſerved, of the 1dolarry 


that the Jeſuits furniſhed the Enemies to 


piſcopacy, and the prafiiſed in the 


Church of England, with ſo many Arguments to their hands, Church of 
to- manage their bad cauſe with ; this way of preceeding makes $9t P- 372% 


men wonder at them and ask che queſtion and ſay, What 
other reaſon can be imagined, why the& men of ſuch in- 
tolerable and infoJent ſpwrits and principles are now fo car- 
neſt in profecation of the Romaniſts, from che worſt of 
whom (viz. the Jeſuits) they take their principles and:pra- 
Qices ; but only this, That certainly they axe emulous of 
of having the Papift; to have a hand in:doing het, which as 
the caulc'of God, a-noble and worthy: atchievement,.they arc 
reſolved to do thernlelves 3 that is to ſay; to rwinate and de- 

B 2 troy 


(8) 
ſtroy the once famous and flouriſhing Proteſtant Church of 
England; the Bulwark of the Proteliane Religion 3 being re- 
folved ſhe (hall fall by no other hand, theirs, which jn the 
end will affurcdly prove no other thanthe reſolution -of Sam- 
Jon, to pull that excellent:Fabrick down to the ground, al. 
though they themſclves periſhalſo in the ruins thereof, 

As for all ſuch howſoever; who have been in integrity. of 
their hearts formerly ingaged againſt their lawful Prince and 
Soveraign, and the Church of Eygland, -upon.Religiags pre- 
tences 3 that have ſince manifeſted their abhorrence of (Þ great 
a Crime ( Ft unllns -puder ft ad meliora traufire) fo they deſerve 
to be reſpeed by-all good Proteſtants : But as for ſuch pre- 
tended Proteſtants (for I cannot call all Difſenters from Rome, 
Proteſtants, for then Fobu-of Leyden, and his Rebgiouſly mad 
Crew were ſuch, which I cannot:agree to.) I Gy.therefore, .as 
for ſuchpretended Proteſtants as fhall-flill perfiſt in their aid 
wicked and deſtruQtive principles and praQtices, and are ready. 
once more to involve theſe Nations of Exgland, Scotland, and 
Ireland in War and Blood; upon the account of Religion : I 
ſhall'fay no more but this; ©w0s- Frpiter : vuls perdere dementan 
print. Let them-beware;/ and that whenever they ſhall appear 
in aQRion, as they-will-be- then-certainly doing. the works, of 
darkneſs, fo the Prince of darkneſs will affuredly; be their Ge- 
neral, the innocent Blood of the Martyz'd Charles, the Firſt, 
of blefled memory, will attend them, and the Lord of Hofts 
will be againſt them, and the iffue muſt needs be accordingly 
aſſured deſiruQtion; for Pertinacie nullum remedium poſuit Dems. 
And they whoſe wickedneſſes are winked-at for a time, are 
wont to pay dearly for the forbearance of their puniſhment, 
and muſt ſuffer what God ſhall command, becauſe, what he 
commands they would not do, as Grotins [ptaks. .- 

- -Nowdear Countrymen, Truth bath a Cognation with the ſoul 
(as one ſpeaks). ſo Lyet and Impoſtors are no more able to makg 
refiftance agdinſtthe-ppiver of Truth breaking forth,. then darkneſs 
39. able to diſpute with light. Yea, Truth is the oonoong of 
God; and-mother,ofi Peace... Let us from the conſiderations 


aforcſaid be exhorted to. abhor that which is evil, and cleave 
to that which $ g0cd-::.Letus weigh things well in the balance 
of reaſ6n';7 ferthall it be Gid. of us Englifermen, that we are the 
greated -Fools: or Mad-men in the world:3 that when Nature 

ath.. 
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bath by our ſituation made us as it were impregnable as a- 
gainli forreign Enemics 3 that when they haye notbeen able 
tohurtusz that we have. deſtroyed our ſelves by our ungo- 
yernable and tumultuous tempers, by our Diſobediences, Re- 
bellions, and Contempts of lawful Authority. Is not Order, 
Rule, aud Government the ſinews of the Univerſe ? Is it not 
that which upholds Kingdoms and Nations, yea, the whole 
world? And can there be any ſuch thing as Government 
without due, orderly, and peaceable ſubjeRion of Subjets to 
their Prince? the Prince to command according to his Laws, 
and his SubjeAs to obey, And doubtleſs the jult Prerogatives 
of the Crown, and the Subjects Liberties are conſiſtent one 
with another 3 and when there is no incroachments made on 
either part, the Prince and People are very happy. Protedio 
trabit ſmbjedionem, &- ſubjeftio proteflionem. ; 

But alaſs ! are we not become Fools or Children in-under- 
ſtanding, and are not able to call to mind theaRionsof the 
other day? Cannot we call to mind the years Forty-one and 
Forty-two, with the mad and tumultuous proceedings of thoſe 
times, together with the ſad and doleful effeRs thereof, what 
then was the conſequence of the loud clamours againſt Popery 
and Prelacy, and of the ſeditious Petitionings,' the faQious 
ſupporting and countenancing of that FaQious and Diſloyal 
Cabal, that Peſt and Plague of the Nation , which in- 
volved us in War, Blood, and Confuſion, till at the laſt. we had 
loſt our Religion Laws, and Liberties, and were reduced to a 
perfe& condition of Slavery, to a company of Red-ceats, a 
Mercenary Army, and in that (ad condition muſt have lain to 
eternity, had not the Almighty miraculouſly delivered us, by 
the happy Reſtoration of his Gracipus Majeſty that now is. 
And can we now hate the effeRs, and yet be in love with the 
cauſe ? And are we fo void of reaſon, as not- to-confider that 
now the ſame cauſes will (in all probability) produce the like, 
or as bad cffeRs, eſpecially when there ſeems to be a Tranſmi- 
gration of ſouls, when the ſame ſouls now ſeem to animate 0- 
ther bodies? Or rather that there are the like ill ſpirits raiſed 
and conjured up from the bottomleſs pit by ſome Diabolical 
and Schiſmatical Conjurers of our times, who make uſe of the 
;;names.of. God and Religion, as charms to that purpoſe. Are 

wenot yet fcnlible that there are Juglers and Cheats in-Reli- 
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\ 
gion among us, that the pie fraudes are not only to be found 
at Rome ? But I beſeech you confider, that the power of Truth (as 
one ſpeaks) is vittorions in ſober men, and will net ſuffer us tobe 
cheated with falſe ſhews. Oh what Religious and glorious pre- 
tences have been made uſe of in our late times of Confuſion, 
for the effeing the horrideſt and touleſt fats? And can we be 
fo ſenſeleſs not to perceive that there are ſome among us begin 
the ſame dance again, by clamoring againſt Popery and Pre- 
lacy, and proſecuting lately Petitions, and thereby (as it may 
be juſtly thought) counting their numbers as formerly ? Bur 
It all true-hearted Proteſtants not fear their thouſands or ten 
thouſands, fo logg as they cannot make God of their number, 
And whereas to palliate, if not jnſtific the proceedings of thoſe 
times of Uſurpation, they would indeavour to make the King 
one of the three Efiates, To ſay no more, they may find 
their vain fanfie and opinion diſowned even by Calvin him- 
ſelf, in his Inftitutes, who there maketh the Prince diftin& 
from the three Eftates. : 

I beſecch you, dear Country-men, to confider, That true di- 
vine zeal (as one obſerves) is no Coribantick fury, but a calm and 
regular beat, guided and managed by light and prudence, al- 
ways achnowledging a due ſubordination 10 tbat Amtbority, Civil 
and Ecclefiaftical, | Ir is overs, And hall we be nevertheleſs 
fo infatuated and tranſported by our paſſions and humours up- 
on the diſcovery of a late Popiſh Plot, as to be Seditious, Tu- 
multuous, and Ungovernable, and not to be able to recover 
our reaſon again, and conſult ſoberly our own ſafety? and 
will we not be governed and ruled by our Prince and Gover- 
nour ? Shall we rather like a company of mad men , with 
flambeaux and fire-brands in our hands, ſet all on firxeabout 
us? And may not the Papiſts triumph at our follies, and ſay 
among themſelves, what unwiſc peoplc are we to trouble our 
heads with Flots, and lofe our Lives, Liberties, and Eſtates, 
when we need run none'sf theſe hazards, but only fit Rill and 
have a litrle patience, and the pretended Protefiants in Eng- 
land will do our work for us; that is to ſay, ruin and deftroy 
the Church of Englend, the chickeſt firength of the Proteſtant 
Religion 3 yea, they will ſooner cffe& it themſelves, than we 
can by all our plots and deligns 3 For 8 Howſe divided agenift 'it 
ſelf cannat fland. cn 
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And how can the Phanatick party in reaſon reproach and 
hate the Papiſts for thoſe Crimes and Villanies, of which they 
are ſo groſly guilty themſelves ? For did the Papiſis plot and 
delign the defiruction of the King and State by the Gun- 
powder Plot ? And did not the Presbyterian aud the reſt of 
the Phanatick party alſo afterward , by Gun-powder and 
Guns, Swords, Piſtols, and Bullets, and a cruel and wicked 
Rebellion, not only delign, but effeRt and accompliſh the de- 
ſixu&ion of the King and State? There was this only diffe- 
rence between them, The Papifts were always unprofperous 
and unſucceſsful in their wickedneſs; but the Phanaticks were 
moſt proſperous and ſucceſsful in theirs Now let all impartial 
and ſober men judge which of theſe two wicked Adverſarics 
'3s moſt to be feared and provided againſt, either the wicked 
Papiſt that hath been diſappointed in all attempts, or the in- 
duſtriouſly ſucceſsful and fortunately wicked Phanatick 3 
the firſt being not a forticth part of the Nation; and the latter 
(it is much to be feared bearing the ſame proportion in number 
to true Proteſtants in England, as the Mabumetans bears to the 
Chriſtians at this day in the world. The Plots alſo of the one, 
viz. the Papiſts, being fully diſcovered, and thereby prevented : 
But the defigns and (ubtil Contrivances of the other (although 
in malice little inferior to that of the Papiſt) lying il) under 
ground undiſcovered, ſaving what was manifeſt by the Scottiſh 
Rebellion laſt year. And further, they are leaſt under ſuſpition 
of any ſuch deſign of Subverting the Proteſtant Church of 
Englond, being Enemies within doors, Pretended Proteſtants. 
It -very nearly concerns us Proteſtants therefore, I humbly 
conceive, to have a great care, that in avoyding Seylla, we be 
not ſwallowed up in Charybais. 

And one would thiok that the ſaid Phanaticks, altho 
they are ſo Zealouſly bent to the Rigorous proſecution of the 
Papiſts, upon the account of the late Plot, do not certainly be- 
lieve there was really any ſuch Plot, or that the Papiſts were 
carrying on ſuch grand deſigns againſt the Proteſtant Religion : 
For if they did, ſarely they would not take that as an oppor- 
ty to plot miſchief allo againſt the Proteſtant Intereſt, as the 
Scottiſh Presbyterians did laſt Summer 3 whe upon diſcovering 
of the (aid Popilh Plot,” moſt wickedly Murdered the Innocent, 


and 
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and after broke forth into open Rebellion : For could there 
be ſuch a Rebellion, and yet no Presbyterian Plot in Scotland ? 
And did there not at the (ame time, a Party among us here in 
England, fo ſympathiſe with them, as to-make loud clamours 
againſt vur worthy Biſhops, branding ſome of them as Popiſh, 
yet could not endure to have the Scots ſtyled Rebels, but would 
take their parts? And therefore may it not be thought that the 
ſaid Rebel Scots had many Presbyterian Friends in England? 
And were they not formerly like Simeon and Levi , or rather 
like Samſons Foxes, tyed together with fire-brands in their 
tayls ? And in that poſture did they not ſet all the three King- 
doms-of England, Scotlend, and Ireland, in ſuch a flame as 
could not in many years be quenched, which was as bad (if 
not worſe ) as the Firing of London? And muſt the Papiſts ' 
be only guilty, and theſe innocent, when as great wickedneſs, 
and from as bad principles arc a&ted by the one, as by the 0- 
ther? As if the Phanaticks had a Diſpenſation from the Al- 
mighty to break his Laws, and that they might be at once both 
Saints and Devils. Oh horrible ! And ſhall that abſurd and 
wicked DoQrin and Princtple till find entertainment inthe 
world among Chriſtians, yea, among the Proteftants; that 
we may do wickedly for Gods cauſe, that we may do evil that 
good may come 3 as if his honour might be advanced by our 
tranſgreflion of his Laws? Do not theſe men miſerably de- 
bauch and blaſpheme the holy Chriſtian Religion, and make 
it reſemble the Religion of Mabomet, that tolerates the de- 
poſing and Murdering of their Princes 3 and that was born in 
Arms, and breaths nothing but Arms, and by Arms is propa- 
gated? And donot-their tenents ſeem to be very much tin- 
Qured with that wicked Hcrefie ? That Dominio fundater 
in Gratia, that Princes and Magiſtrates loſe their dignity b 

great fins, and no longer+ ought to be obeyed ? -But doubtleſs 
theſe. cannot be the principles and praQices of good men, good 
Chriſtians, how then can we give them that appeNation, ex- 
cept we will'make our ſelves liable to that Curſe, for calling 
evil good ? Tſa. 3. 20. But ſay we what we will, theſe mult 
be the Gedly party; for let them do whit they will, they are 
of the number of Gbds elec and choſeh people, and-that they 
are ſure of, becauſe: they apprehend chat benefit by -faith ; 
Theſe 
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Theſe in truth are (ad deluſions, and of the number-of thoſe 
opinions, which although they are ridiculous; yet are of a: 
veryad'conſequence, .as the excelent Grotizy hath obſerved. 
But I would not be miſ-underſtood : 1 ſpeak not this to diſpa- 
rage true Picty and Vertue, which I highly honour and reſpe& ; 
but nothing is more hateful ro me ( and I think to all good 
men) than Absbs Faſts, when it was' for the deſtruQtion of 
Nabeth, for. doubtleſs, Sinmlata ſandiitas oft driplex iniquitar, 
They will nevertheleſs ſay of me, that I am of a bitter- per- 
ſecuting (pirit,and cruel towards them : But I (hall ſay this for 
my ſelt, Thoſe that have to do with ſtubborn and inveterate 
maladies, it iscruelty in ſuch to uſe Lenitives, and not Corr3- 
fives. To which I may turther add (in the words, as I re- 
member of Zxinglins) In aliis manſuetus ero, in blaſphemiis in 
Chriſtum nox it2. I dare appeal to the Almighty, that I have 
no ill will againſt their perſons, but only their wicked prin- 
ciples. I think I could be willing to ſacritice my Life to reſcue 
them all from their (ad deluſions, and my Nation from ruin. 
But however, let them go on to ſiyle themſelves the Godly 
party, &c. or what they pleaſe; this will prove moſt certain, 
That: when this Church and Nation 5s broughtito deſolation 
and deftruQion, they will be 'as innocent of -procurivg the 
ſame, as Nero was of the Firing of Rome, when he actually 
ſet it on fire. And what is more unjuſt than for ſingle as of 
Murder and; wickedneſs to be. puniſhed with death, and the 
deſtrution of whole Nations to be gloryed in as an honou- 
rable Atchicvement 2ud'a Righteous cauſe.'” But tro my pur- 
poſe, toperſuade us all, if it be poſſible, to Unity and Peace, 'I 
ſball inſert a notable ſtory, I think it is related in Mr.  Stows 
Chronicle, as followeth, | 
That upon occaſion of a great Inundation and overflowing 
of the Country near the Severn, there was 'a little Hill com- 
paſſed about by. the waters, . whither had reſorted: for fafety, 
many Beafis of ſeveral kinds/ gnd: ſeveral riatures, as Hoiles, 
Cows, Sheep, Foxes, &c. who. being all incompaſled with a 
common danger, laid alide, or rather forgot their Antipathies, 
and abodethere. quietly together,. not 'any.one-offering to prey 
upon; af:molelt the other 5 and: when: the -watoys were gone, 
{o parted-in peace;. . May: we not; 'dear:Country-men, hence 
C learn 
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learn of Brutes? And ſhall we not by reaſon do what they . did- 
only: by: inſtinQ; :avd out of apprehenſion of dangers that is to 
ſay, lay aide: our Pxchudices, -Paſſhions:, and Animoſities, in 
tendency: to ſtecure our ſdves from danger. I fay again;. If 
out difaffeed parties did really believc there were ſuch a horrid 
and deſftrycive Plot, would they not follow the common 
dictates of reaſon, and ingenioully contclsand ſay, Alas ! we 
naw. (ecby eaptrignce that guy. fad divifions' have ircouraged 
our Enemiesto Plot. the :ruin of all Protcftants3 but we will 
for peace. and (aftty fake, now lay. alide our Animoſities and 
ſtubborn wills, we will come to Church, Baptize our Chil- 
dren, receive the Sacrament, and-Conform in all things to 
our Mathes the Ghurch)of England, at leaſt as far as :we can; 
Laws we know-muſt not: ſubmit to us, but -we to them 3: we 
willdp anything that is required of us; if it be not as clearly 
3nd plainly-foxbidden by Gods Word', as our obcdicnce is 
there cleazsly pud fully cnjoyned, we are willing to do almoſt 
any thing for the (ecuring the Proteſtant intereſt: We now ſee 
our Advealaries are Vigilant and-Induſtrious fot to procure vur. 
deliruGinns: but we: willbe as Vigilant and Induſtrioas for 'eut 
Unioh avd Prefervation. © But 4)as, all the noiſe of thehomid- 
neſs of the: late /Blotg hath: not awakened us to take ohe ſober 
and wile ſtop towards the ſecuring theiProtefiant Cauſe, bur 
like mes in (the: water xeady to be drowned, who lay about 
thera. for life, being Hlled with. the apprehenfions of danger, 
yet, take not ons wile frpalkd toſwim op fave their lives, but aMl 
their ations. @nd.s0; haftcn their defiruRtion and xuire Juſt 
thus it $/with us<7 ©) , C0007 080 Ot I giiz £03 (7 W490 
I is txae, thend are « ſort of people that are-mighry realous 
for proſecuting Papiſts, the innocent. as: well 4s the- nocent, 
andtheeoby - to- cnrage and: exaſperate them moze agalod} us. 
And with Garde: ſuffer ous wiſe:Governouss ttortake Tober 'and 
juſt meafurevio-thatigrandAﬀair. . Burm the mean-eane- teke 
B0:thpught-fer:Bnion among, Proceſtants; in; which confifts 
principally. our ſafety; which 3s juſt as if- a Captain of a Ship 
being. 1 em aSca Fight, who is very eager to affault and 
miſchi © © nockye%.. wedhryatn to {uppreſs.the-Matinies 
in-his Ship, aetp. ſtop her Leaks 3 And whodees-botithe ſpeedy 
ſal. cng;of 
442 
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the univerſal ſuffrage of mankind arc always accaunted worſe 
than thoſe without, bixe ile lachryme | 249 

And may we not be fully convinced by experience of the (ad 
Conſequence of unſound and wicked D6Qrines and Principles, 
efpecially meeting with Men of aQtive Spizits, which makes 
them induftriouſly wicked; happy were it, if it might be (aid 
of them, Operoſe nibil agunt, but of theſe men it muſt be truly 


faid, Operoſe multum mali agunt. But as a worthy Protefiane = A in bes 


Divine heretofore taught.in our Church, If we defire affwranct ©, . 


of Chrifs Love, get a chaſt Judgment, free from Error, Herefie 
and Schiſm —— Chrift is wonderful jealous of our Judgments — 
IWhoſoever is corrupt in Faith is corrupt in Obedience in that degree, 
evil Opinions bretd evil Life. To which 1 may add that ſaying 
Animus ager ſemper evres , And Ex uno abſurdo dato , conſe- 
quantier mille. Now although in other reipeRs they may be 
accounted ſober men, yet it maybe ſaid truly of them, @wid 
prodeſt vinum nox bibere & ira inebriar: > And do not theſe men 
place the mamn,if not the all,of their Religion in endleſs ſcrupu- 
lofities about indiffexent things, negleQing in the-mean' time 
the more-weighty things of Chriſtianity ? 1s it nat incorporated 
into the very Principles of theſe mens Piety and/Religion, to 
be always- murmuring and clamoring againlt Govexnment and 
Govermours both in Church and State, to be creating and raifing 
jealouſies and fears in the hearts of the People againſt their 
Prince,to aggravate his perſonal failings, when there is anys to 
be dividing, (cparating and rending the Church ang Stare into 
picces? And alas } to'do thus wickedly. is. the' way now: adays 
to be accounted a Man, 2.good- Chriſtian, a good Pro- 
teſtant, And thoſe that are good and found Proteſtants, that 
love their Prince, make Conſcience of obſerving the good Laws, 
Orders.and Conftitutions of both Chugch and State, they are 
reputed and repreſented preſently as Papilts, or popilhly affe- 
Qed, 'Bifi _ oft accuſave,quii' invocens ? although by this im- 
putation, how highly dv they! cacitely and'by Conſequence, 
commend the Papitis whom they {o hate and perſecute. And 
except in our forſiking Rome, wownll run along with them 
to-Mwaſley, we'tnuſt of neceſfity be: all Papiſts, alt they 
cannot but acknawiedge,-that is medio wnſiftit virtws.: + May: it 
Dot therefore in reaſon'be thought, thes if it were. poſſible £0 
An C 2 raiſe 
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raiſe-Cranmer, Ridley and L atimer; and the reft of the famous 
Martyrs out of their aſhes, and-that they. were. converſang 
among us as heretofore, that afluredly thcy would 'be cricd 
out on for Papifts, by. theſe pretended Proteſtants of our 
times, and as fuch be put to. a ſecond Perſecution and Mar- 
tyrdom alſo, eſpecially if they ſhould take a Journy into Scot- 


land. And what can'this' tend to in the-cnd * Indecd as 


formerly, fo ſtill; do:theſe men:confult that wicked Rule or 


. Maxim, Audatier culwnniare, ſempey aliquid berebit. And here 
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it may not I think be impertinent-to. mention a paſlage of. the 
before mentioned Hiſtorian, .Mr.. Fames Howel peaking of a 
fearful Combuſtion and Revolt of Catalonia from the Spaniard, 
occaſioned much by: the-preaching Friets and Monks, whence 
ſaith'he, This Aphoriſm. may : be coeRed, That.the beſt In- 
firuments 'being- miſepplied ds i greateſt mifebief, and prove moſt 
dangeromw , And as of the ſweereft Wines is made the ſharpcſt 
Vinegar, ſo Church men who by their holy FunGion, aud white 
Robes of Inzocence ſhould be the ſweeteſt of all Profeſſions, who 
ſuonld: breath' notbing: but Peace, Unity, Allegeance and Love, 
if they miſapply their Talent,” and abuudon themſelves to the Spirit 
of Fattiog | - whey: beeome! the. bitttreft enemics, tbe moſt corroding 
e inkers,” and: worlff 'vipers 'in :any Commonwealth, and moſt per- 
niciow-to the Prince, in regard that: they having the ſway over the 
Conſeience , which is the Rudder that ficers the allions, words and 
thoug bts of the rational Creatzre, they tranſport and. ſnatch it away 
whitber- they 'will:, making the Beaſt with :weny beads: conceive 
according ta the Colour of 'thoſe Rods thry uſe 20! caſt bifore them, 
{rus I beſerch you, dear Country-men, callto; mind 
foriner things and learn wiſdom. How hath this poor Nation 
{uffexed many ' times heretofore by our intcſtine broils, as the 
Recqrds- of former times. will inform; us, | And: will, we, pob 
ſoffer! the 1expericace; of theſe. thingy to: infirug ws; are we 
xclolved 'not'to conſider. Dotti. not Wiſdom: ardPrudenco 
dire us:not"to-'look only.av the furfhce by fitſk. appearance of 
things, butto view and conlader:;them in their true and natural 
Conkequences, accordirig to. that ſaying, Nwicquid, ages pri» 
ter. agar. & reſpice finem? Whenwe axe-in-4/Storm, 35.10 
timetchen\g0- be murmuring and. mutining agaiadt our Pilot 3 
khavb'we; any tcafon to ;his wiſdom, of: faithfulne(ls? 
9 , may 
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may we not in all reaſon preſume that he that is at the hetm 
be underſtands the condition of his Ship both its courſe and 
working, and therefore beſt knows. how to ſteer her ? And 
can we be ſo maliciouſſy abſurd as to imagin that our excellent 
Prince and Pilot hath not a very great and intenſe Care for the 
ſafety of that Veſſel iv which he himſelf is embark'd ? Will 
pot Ceſar take {(pecial Care of the ſecurity of the Ship that 
carries Ceſar and all his fortunes, Ceſar and all his Subjects ? 
Can it be otherwiſe, but that the intereſt of the King and his 
Subje&s mult be both one and the ſame? And for ever let 
them be accurſed,” may I ſay, that go about to divide them, 
Is not the King and his Subjects as Hippocrates: his Twins , 
that mourn or rejoice together ? When did ever diffidence 
and diſtruſi, fears and jealouties in SubjeRs of their Prince 
make them. happy ? Fears and jealoufics in the People muſt 
needs cauſe fears-and jealoulies in their Prince,; and his fears 
increaſe theirs, and-fo run round in this diabolical and diſmal 
circle without end to the ruin of both. And when was this 
Nation ever more happy than in Queen Eljzabeth's Reign, 
when there was ſo great aff. tion in! her People towards her, 
and confidence in her good Government, that there was no 
place left for fears and jealouſies;although as Sir Robert Nannton 
obſerves in his Fragmenta Regalia, ſhe left more Debts unpaid 
taken up on the credit of ber Privy Seals, than ber Progenitors did 
or could bave taken up in an bundred years befove ber. Tet (faith 
he) we are naturally prone to appland the- times bebind us, and to 
vilifie the preſent. It is certain when ber Parliaments met, they 
never did capitulate or prefer their private concerns to the publick, 
Viz. the Queens neceſſitier, but waited their times, and in the 
firſt place gave their ſupplies, and according to tbe exigency of btr 
aff airs, . yet failed not at. laſt to obtein what they defired, ſo that 
the Queen aud ber Parliaments had ever the geod- fortune 10 depart 
in Love, aud on reciprocal terms, although afterwards in her $uc- 
ceſſars. Reign that bappineſs did not. comtinue, by reaſon» of ſome 
few popular diſcontented perſons,. ſu:h ( as with 'the fellow that 
burnt the Temple at Ephelus) wonld be talked of, though for the 
doing of | miſebief. Thus (peaks the ſaid Author.. And doubt- 
lels *tis not a Contelting þut:Compliance with the Prince. thar 
tends to the honour and happineſs of a Nation or People. If 
7+ 2K there . 


(18) 
\ 

' there were (may I ſay} none other to give their Votcs at 
ElcQion of Parliament-men now in our times, then was in 
Queen Elizabetbs Reign that is to ſay, none but god and 
found Proteſtants, who had a zeal for their Mother , the 
Church of Exglend, then we might expe the ſame good a- 
greement in that great and illuſtrious Aﬀembly as She met 
with ; but when there is ſo many men of deſperate ſeditious 
and Phanatick (pirits, bittcr Enemies to the Church of Exg- 
lend, that give their Voices at EleQtions, and uſe ſo many arts 
to put by Worthy men, I humbly conceive fo great good can 
hardly be expeQed, with any conftancy or continuance at leaſt. 
Now as Cicera ſpeaks, Nulla res vehementins Rempublicam con- 
tinet, quam fider. So 1 way (ay, it there was but affeQion to» 
wards, and confidence in our pm Soveraign, and his 
wiſe Conduct : And it isa true faying, i diligit Legem dis 
ligit Regem : If we that are Subjes, would love and honour 
our Prince (as I am ſure we ought in duty to do) our Gra» 
cious Prince could not but caſt a favourable Aſpe&t upon his 
loving SubjeQs, and what could there then follow but a con- 
tinual interchanging of affeQtions with each other ; that bleſſed 
circulation of love and kindneſs, like the circulation of the 
blood in the natural body : And what bleſſed fruits and cffes 
might we enjoy from this excellent Athletick and healthy tem- 
per of our body politick? And there would be no fears and 
jealouſies of the meeting and Aﬀembling of Parliaments, and 
no need of preſenting one Petition for their fitting. But doubt- 
leſs, it is a leſſer evil not to meet, than to meet and not ac- 
cord, And therefore dear Friends and Country-men,. me- 
thinks when Religion, Laws, Allegiance, our own Peace and 
. Safety, calls aloud to this duty of Love, how can we withſtand 
it? Diſorder and Confuſion alſo is ſo great an evil, and Go- 
vernment ſo abſolutely necefary to the ſubſiſtence of the world, 
and happineſs of man-kind, and diſturbance and ſubverſion 
thereof 1o hateful to me upon any pretence whatſoever.: That 
if I were ſatisfied that my Religion did enjoyn or allow. of 
any ſuch doQtins and praftices, .I ſhould for that very cauſe 
forthwith renounce my Chriſtianity, it being impoſlible for 
ſuch a Religion to proceed from God, 


Oh ! 


Oh! How can but pitty Ceſar? What a vaſt burden now 
lies upon his ſhoulders ? He had need be an Alas toſuſtein it, 
How have we his Subjcas, vile Wretches, taken a (uriet al- 
ready of our peace and plenty, under his mild and gentle Go- 
vernment ? Have we had any cauſe juſily to complain thereof ? 
Have we not (at under ovr own Vines, and cat the fruit of our 
own Fig trees in peace and fafety? Hath not Religion and 
Property becn ſecured tous ? Whole Ox hath he taken ? Whom 
of the meaneft of his SubjeRs bath he oppreffed or injured ? 
And therefore what can hinder our happinels, if we will our 
ſelves? And (hall we ſuffer our own phanſies to raiſe chymera*s 
and deluſions , fears and jecaloulies, and then torment our 
ſclves with them? Will we be offended with our Gracious 
Prince, becauſe he is but a man ? However (lam ſure) he is 
Pater Patrie, the common Father of his People. 
you therefore (if it be but for ſhare) let us Gew our (elves re- 
lated to Sbem and Fapbet, and not to be of the Off- ſpring of 
curſed Cham. And it we apprehend avy faults co happen in 
Government or Governours, are we competent Judges in the 
caſe ?; When as Dr. $1illing fleet obſerves in his Origines Sacre, 
That & falſehood may frequently ſeem truer to common un - 
derſtandings than 'txuth it ſel, , And doubtlk(s this is never 
more true, than in matters of Government. 
any faule in Governours, are we that are governed faultleſs our 
ſelves ? And are not the miſcarriages of Governours very often 
ordered and diſpoſed by God as a ſcourge, procuacd by-the fins 
of the people (if our Bibles ſpeak true) and when that theres ,, « 
fore (hal happen to us, it way (I think) in xeaſor, very much 


Glence our complaints. 


If Proroguing of Parliaments bean offence to us, is that any | 
new 07 firange thing under the Sun * Hath-it pot been aftcn 
done, evenin-tranquil and peaceable times, 
ofPtiaces? And although it muſibe acknowledged that Par- 
laments are an exctHent condicution,- and of excellent uſe; 
when they are not tainted by Prejudices,- Animoſities , and 

erm from their right ends and uſe, 
as the Phyfick to-the bodypolitick.s 
and. (if ſo-made; uſe of, and + not. as its. coafiantfood): be of 
great benefit. and advantage: tothe Nation.. And bere I (hall 


Faction, and do not 
may they not be reput 
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And if there be 


and by the wilefh \ 
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inſert the words of one of the greareſiStates-men that the world 
ever had ; the Cardinal de Richeliex, to the Aſſembly of the 
Notables in Fraxcey in the time of Lens the Thirteenth ; he 
ſpeaks thus, The Sick ſometimes dye by too many Remedies, as 
well as none at all. . T am boxnd to tell you by the by, that to re- 
eftabliſh this Nation or State in its firſt ſplendor, there's no need of 
many Ordinances, but real executions, few words and many deeds 
will rſtifie both the good intentions and judgments of them whereof 
ſhe ir compoſed. Butthough Parliaments are an excellent Con- 
ſticntion, are they not like other ſublunary things , ſubjeR to 
corruption and abuſe, and we know Optima vitiata ſunt peſſima. 
The beſt things when corrupted, prove the worſt, which I 
think our own experience hath not long fince, taught us in 
CharaQers of blood : For if a General Council may err, can a 
Parliament -be infallible. And what hath happened to that 
excellent Conſtitution, may it not happen again ? But here by 
the by it may be obſerved, That it is not ſo much a Parliament 
is defired by ſome among us, as ſuch a Parliament as might 
ſerve their defigns 3. for thoſe very perſons, ſome of them that 
not long ſince were altogether for diffolving of Parlia- 
ments, viz- that blefſed heating Parliament firſt called after his 
Majeſties Reſtoration, are now the principal ſiicklers for' a 
Parliament. 

In che-next place, ifthe decay of our Trade be an offence to 
-us, may it not be juſtly thought that bur own fears, our own 
diftraQtions arethe greateſt cauſe thereof : And then do we de- 
ſerve tobe pityed, that ſuffer when we may cure our own ma- 
ladies? Letus confide and acquieſce in the wife condu@ of our 
excellent Prince, and his wiſe Council, and be ſatisfied, and 
our Trade will return. 

What ſhalI ſay? We in this Nation are a maſs of Confu- 
fion, how miſerably divided in our minds, unanimous in no- 
thing but in murmuring and'comphining. Yet God who is 
eruth it ſelf, is one, and unity, certainly is the fruit and conſe- 
quent of verity. Now what a firong Argument do.we furniſh 
our Adverſaries the Romanifts with againſt us, when they ſhall 
argue and ſay unto us, Where is that verity you ſo much boaſt 
of, when there is no anity but diſcord, firife, and enmity a- 
mong you. And as St. Fames ſpeals 3 If ye bave bitter envy- 


ing 
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ig aud ſtrife tn your bearts, glry not, and lie not againſt the 
truth; this wiſdom deſcendet b not from above, but is earthly , ſen» 
ſaal, devilliſh. | 

What ſhoutd I ſay ? What mortal can pleaſe us ? What mor- 
tal Prince is able to govern us? How readily diſpoſed and 
bent are many among us, if it were poſſible, ts be pulling down 
as formerly what is cſtabliſhed by Law? And yet alas ! If ever 
God ſhould ſuffer ſuch a great and fearful judgment again to 
fall upon us, and that we ſhould be able to lay all things waſt 
as heretofore 3 will we not (as heretofore) be like the Builders 
of Babel, Confounded, although not in our language, yet in 
our different ends and deſigns, and never be able to agree what 
to eſtabliſh. IT may further add, How is it poſſible for God 
. Almighty himſelf co pleaſe that people, of whom ſome will 
have fair weather, and ſome foul, at one and the ſame time and 
place ? Is it not)uſt thus with us? What one fationor party 
would have, the other nauſcats and loaths, And what can 
our gracious Soveraign do with usz and yet what ſhowers of 
murmurings, clamours, bitter inveives and reproaches have 
our Governors ſuffered patiently ? But let us conſider, God 
is not in the ſtorms, earth-quakes, and flames of murmuring 
and rebellious Subjects, but in the (mall ill voice of humility 
and obedience : All Murmurers and Rebels are and ever were 
the Children of Pride; and we know God reſiſteth the proud, 
but vouchſafeth his grace and blefſing only to the humble. 
How contrary arc theſe things to our Allegiance to our Sove- 
raign Lord ? Our Law faith, Ligeantis eft vinculum fidei, lige- 
antia eft legis efſentis It is the bond of our faithfulneG, the 
very eſſence ot the Law. And again, Ligeantis Domino Regi 
debita eſt Lex. It is the Law due to our Soveraign Lord the 
King. 

And it is worthy our obſervation, what hath uſually been 
the- diſmal cftcs of Rebellion and defeRion from a lawful 
Prince. In that great defccion of the ten Tribes from the 
Houſe of David, God did not vouchſafe them after it ſo much 
as one good King to govern them, they were all ſtark naught, 
and at laſt were carried away Captive, and totally deſtroyed, 
there remaining no memory of them at this day. Yea, to omit 
other inſtances, hath not our own late experience alſo taughe 
us the ſame, aftex our wicked Rebellion againſt our lawful 

D Prince, 
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Prince; amd” imbrewing. our hands in his Innocent blocd 2? 
How did God Plague us by our own diviſions and confuſtons, 
and raiſcd up a cruel Tyrant, Cromwel, to rule over us with a 
rod of Iron, and at once tocut the throat of our Religion, Laws, 
and Liberties, and made our very Nobles te ſtoop and lackquay 
after his Major Generals, and reduced us all into a perfeRt con- 
dition of ſlavery. And can we forget this ſad Calamity we ſo 
lately ſuffercd ? 

* How hath he, whoſe Perfon and Authority ought to have 
been Sacred among us, ſuffered from his Subjc&s, not to be 
mentioned without abhorrence? Thoſe that are unfit to go- 
vern, yet will not be governcd. So that I may ſay, what hath 
been ſpared to his Sacred Majeſty but his Crown ? what bold: 
daring Petitions of late promoted, and ſome preſented to his 
Royal Hand, contrary to his expreſs Royal will and pleaſure , 
which have ſignified no more but to let him know, that the 
Petitioners were difſatisfied in his Majeſtics Wiſdom and Fi- 
delity 3 that they better knew how to dired and guide State- 
affairs than himſelf. Have we got by our unworthy carriage 
towards him, as heretofore towards his Royal Father, given 
credit to that bitter InveQive againft our Nation, that Rex 
Anglie eft Rex demoniem, Are we not afhamed at theſe things, 
to be thus increaſing our Princes burden of Government, vex- 
ing and torturing his Royal heart ? How monſtrouſly abſurd 
are we herein? We all pretend to be very tender of his Majcſty, 
to be mightily. concerned for” his ſafety, and cry ont Vivat Rex, 
tet the King live'z and ſeem to be much incenfed againſt the 
Papifts, becauſe in their late Plot they dcligned his deftrudion; 
and yet we arc increaſing the burden he undergoes by our dil. 
contents, murmurings, and complainings,our untraQable, un. 
governable tempexs 3 ,as if we had amind to take the. work and 
deſign of the Papiſis out of their hands; for can thef& horrid 
aQions be the way to prolong, his days ? But it is my hopes, 
and I think I have reaſon to induce me to believe, that the late 
ſhakings of the Royal Oak, will caule it to take deeper root, and 
thereby ftand the ſtronger. 

When I conſider the ſtate of things and perſons artiong us at 
preſent, F 2m ready; tor be filled with hotrour, and Carfiot but 
deeply reſent his Sacred Majeſties. conditioh, the only ſappore 
of my hopts is him; by whom KirgsReign ; When'T con! = 
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the innurgerable trainof Atheiſts, not only thoſe in praQice, 
but the bold daring profeſſed Atheiltical ſpirits, the ſmoak of 
the bottomleſs pit, the reproach of human nature : Who dare 
be ſo wickedly abſurd, as to contradie the univerſal ſenſe of all 
eman-kind from the beginning of the world until this day, ard 
ſay they were all fools but chemſelves 3 who daily make it their 
ſport and paſtime to drol and jeſt at all Religion, blaſpheme and 
defie that God by whom they ſubfift, and Idolize and adore on- 
ly themſelves, who own no other rule to walk by, but their in- 
tereſt, their pleaſure, profit, and honour. Now what good 
SubjeRs thele are like to prove, 1 leave to all wiſe and ſober 

perſons to conſider ? He that only forhis intereſt will be Loyal, 
when it is his intereſt and advantage will be a Rebel : He that 
defies and blaſphemes his God, can he honour and reſpe& his 
Prince ? Can he that is guilty of Dei-cidinum be offended with 
Regis: cidium, eſpecially when it ſhall be for his preſent ſecular 
advantage. Animns meminiſſe borret | 

And on the other hand, when I recolle& the numerous 
Troops of Phanaticks and diſaffe&ted of all ſorts, where a man 
may ſooner find (according to Samſons Riddle) hony in a rot- 
ten carcaſe, than Loyalty to their Prince, further than what 
tends to'advance the intereſt of their ſeveral parties 3 for accor- 
ding to the Standard of the Covenant, they will be truc and 
faithful to their Prince, but with this limitation and reftrici- 
on, In defence of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of 
the Subje&t: So that whenever they arediſpoſed to entertain 
fears and jealouſies of their lawful Soveraign, and cry out Po- 
y and Tyranny ; and take the confidence to ſay their Prince 
avours Papiſts, and intends to introduce an Arbitrary Govern- 
ment; as that party falſly and wickedly ſuggeſted againſt 

Charles the Firſt, of bleſſed memory, then alas all their Loyalty 
paſſeth away as the morning dew. 

Where ſhall I aftcr this ſearch, find good and loyal Subjeds, 
that will ſtick to their Prince in time of need? Even all the 
good and ſound Proteſtants of the Church of England, cven fo 
many, and no more good Chriſtians may be reckoned true and 
loyal Subje&s. For he that is a true Son of the Church of Erg- 
Tand, a true Proteſtant, will (ay, be my Prince what he will (if 
God (o pleaſe to permit it) fo long as he is my lawful Sove- 
raign, I darenot perjure my (elf, andforſake my Allegiance 1 

D 2 mult 
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Metth.22.:x, muſt bejuſt and loyal, T muſt give Ceſan his dues. Eqnuſt Goat- 
Rom.-13. 2, 


hce my life at his command, in his detencez I muſt not, I'dare 
not reſiſt in'any caſe, for they that refiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation , Et mori non metuo ſed, damnari metuo. If a 
Prince hath a juſt and undoubted legal Title to a Crown by the 
Laws of God and Nature, and the Fundamental Conſiitutions 
of the Kingdom, L would willingly know by whet Law hecan 
be deprived thercof? For can any power on Earth nullitie or 
make void the Laws of God, and make that juſt, which God 
Almighty, the great Law-giver hath made unjuſt, Is it not ore 
of the maxims of cur Laws of England, That where contrary 
Laws come in queſtion, mans Laws mult give place to Geds 
Laws. And further, how far our Oaths of Allegiance bind. us 
to our Prir.ce and his Heirs, and lawful Succcflors, we are tobe 
informed thercot by c ur Prince, and prefent Governor, and his, 
Council. For as the excellent Grotims ſpeaks concerning the 
force and obligation of an Oath, whereby Subjcas axe obliged 
to the Magiſtrates, I conceive ({aith he) the Interpretation belong. 
to States-men and Lawytrs, not to Civines, This is unqueſtiona- 
bly true, we muſt not do or-conſent to any.fanful at roſaveous 
fclves from the greateſt ſufferings 3 and I would have any one 
to ſhew me any piece of Chriſtianity to juſtitie me in doing 0» 
therwiſe.. If L were ſure that the next lawful and undoubted 
Heir to imy preſent Prince and Governour were of another Re- 
ligion, difftring from mine; and knew certainly that he would 
perſecute me, nay burn me for an Heretick, Lam bound in Cony 
{cience, nevertheleſs, and muſt of neciflity own and be faithfy] 
to his intereſt ard juſt right ; for to be difſoyal,unjuſt, toperjure 
my (elf knowingly, and with deliberation, would be aſſured 
damnatian tome ; But to run the utmoſt hazard, to keep a 
good Conſcience; and to ſuffer Perſecution, to loſe my life for 


_ the beſt Religion in the world (tor ſuch mine mult þe to me) 


would be the greateſt comfort, happinels, and glory that I am 
capable of in this lite. 

May I now alſo wiſh all health-and . happineſs to that great 
and populous City of London, of which I aman unworthy 
Member ; and may Ll humbly repreſent theſe few things tg hex 
worthy Citizens, their ſerious conſideration, That they would 
not, be forgerful of thoſe late heavy Divine Vilications, the 
dreadful Peftilencez and-mopre eſpecially that horrid Confla- 
gration, 


_ 
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gration, in which, whatever hands of men were inſtrumenta}, 
doubtleſs there was much of Gods hand : For that hand'nceds 
muſt be dixe&ed by more than au ordinary Providence, that 
(hall with 2 pair of Dice throw Siz- Cinque-a hundred times to- 
gether. Maylalſo preſent before them, that nanquem proſpere 
fuceedunt res bumane nbi negliguntnr Divine : As allo what a 
Heathen obſerved, (8 2b | 
——— —— Fic prophanati ſacrnn, 
Peritura Trojs perdidit primum Deor, 


They loſt their Gods before they loſt their City Troy. And-tt 
Heathens eſteemedit an Infamy not- to-be pious, what a ſhame 
will it be it Chriſtians think-not (@ alſo. | ' Next therefore 'tb 
their piety towards fJod, may1 recommend that which is inſe- 
parable'to it, Loyalty totheir Prince 3 as aWo the preſervation 
of the order and good Government of their City, under that 
-prudent and worthy Perſon that now Governs them - in all 
which undoubtedly conliſts their ſafety, ſplendor, & proſperity. 

And that as. they ate very vigilant: to prevent Fiting their 

' Houſes, ſo more eſpecially that they would: have'z eare of fach 
wicked perſons, as by falſe rumors of firing of Houſes, and the 

like, drive on (it is much to be fared.) 'a delign to hf the 

peoples minds with fears and diſcontent, thereby to inflame 
them into Sedition and Rebellion ; whith if it ſhould ever'take 
effec, might. prove the dreadfuleſt and: moſt fatal fire that'ever 
befel that City. 1, take na doubt:.ob- the-caretheriforc of tf 

thoſe that are concerned in: her preſervation; as 'to- prevent 

burning of their Houfes; ſo more eſpecially of ſuch miſguided 
Zealots that dildain (ich pedling wickedacfs of ſetting ſingle 
Houſes on fire 3 but are moſt intently bent [ts the firing of 

whole Kingdoms, and that with.the greateſt vigour and inda- 

ſry poſſible, as the cauſe'of God, and :advancement'of his he- 

nour, and of the Kingdomand Scepter of his Son-Jefus ChriR, 

to bind their King in Chains, and Nobles in Fetters of Tron ; 

and dare be (o ridiculouſly impudent to keep. Falls, and: then 

beg of God to proſper the tranſgreſlion of his/Laws.. And alas ! 

how many thouſands of.theſe.Fire-bails ax4to be found both' in 

City and Country, and very little confiderigiorſhad dfthedah- 
ger of them 3 althaugh by the:cxperignce of tHewholeworld, 
they y 
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they have been,ever found fatal to the Citys and Countrys 
where they have-pxoſpered and prevailed. And therefore ic 
bath been ſaid eruly, That ſome mens Prophancſs and Debau- 
cheries may be with leſs danger tolerated by the Magiſtrate , 
than fome mens Religion, the very principles whereof are ma- 
ny times ſubvertive of all Government, Order, and Peace. And 
thoſe Subje&s who will not be ſatisfied without a general: to- 
leration of all Religions (although it hath been found by expe- 
rience that ſuch perſons will not give (when they have power) 
that to others which they now crave,) If their Prince and Go- 
vernour comply with their defires, I humbly conceive it will 
oblige him to have a good ſtanding Army to keep them at 
peace among themſelves; and ta ſupport his Government, and 
preſerve, himſelf in ſafety 4 for every Scary will take the Bible 
into his hand, and as readily will interpret it, as read it, and 
ſay, here is the Infalliblerule, and I have the ſpirit to interpret 
it : And the conſequence is, They make their own fancies and 
conceits as the Oracles of God,cither in oppolition one towards 
anther, ar againſt their lawful Prince and Governour. Some- 
.thipg to this -purpoſe the worthy Grotias ſpeaks, Some Prote- 
flanty ſay, they are Jed by the publick,autbority of the ſpirit, in bis 
word common #0 all Chriftians. * As much was ſaid by Socinns, 
Brown, and ſo many others. See into what perplexities the bearers 
winds are on every fide involved. Here ( ſaith every SeQ) is the 
Word of God pure and fincere, according 10 the ſenſe of the boly ſpi- 
rit.; ; They kya wotwbither to turn themſelver, but muſt abide there 
where. thrix Birth or Education, or bope- of - profit. and preferment 

+hath placed them- aud applaud their own mien, ſptcking lond and 

.confident ; Could any one free men out of this Labyrinth, were it 

not aboppy wok, axd worthy of all acceptation * Which queſtion 

-he elſewhere xelolves thus, Conſuetudo verterum Chriſtianorum eff 
-optims Scriptureruminterpres. The cuſtom or praQice of the 
Antient;Chrijſtians is the beſt Interpreter of the-Scriprures. For 
as.the (aid Author further adds, 7:boſe Primitive Chriftians beſt 
waderftood the ſenſe and meaning of the Seriptnres, and did beſt 
pratiice the Chriſtian Dofrin' contained in the Scriptures. For 
doubtleſs, if we:will ſearch for the.Chriſtian vexity in its great- 
cf luſtre, and purity;we muſt have recourſe to-the pureſi firearms 

_ flowing, nexreft t6 the founcait, [even the Primitive-times. But 

how-.can we-but groſly aniftake, if we will wreſi the wo 

rip- 
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Scriptures, and expreſly in contradiQion to St, Peter, Atts 2.17; 
apply the promiſes of the ſpirits guidance to our times, which 
- were intended for thoſe firſt times of the Goſpel. 

I ſhall conclude my diſcourſe with an excellent and wiſe 


caution given to Proteſiants by a Learned Divine of the D. Cudworth 
Church of Eygland, which deſerves to be imprinted upon all b# Sermon at 
our minds that wiſh well to the Proteſtant intereſt. That unleſs Lincoln-Inn, 
there be a due and timely regard had to the commands of lawful *©** 


Amutbority in indifferent things,and to order, peace, and unity in the 
Church. It may be eofily foreſeen that the Reformed part of Chri- 
ftendom will at length be brought firſt ts Confufion by crumbling in- 
10 infinite ſeQr and diviſions, and then to utter ruin. 

Now dear Country-men, what can I do more, but bewail 
and lament our follics, abſurdities, and confufions? Oh! how 
great need have we of an Amphion with his Lute, with his 
Charming melody to mollifie and ſoften our rugged and ſtony 
hearts: Or rather of the great Hermoſtes (as the aforeſaid Au- 
thor calls him) that tunes the whole world, to put us in tune, 
to reduce us to the uſe of our reaſon again, and cauſe us to live 
together in unity and peace? Oh that we were wiſe, that we 
would conſider z. and that we might know in this our day the 
things belonging to our peace, and that they might not be hid 
from our cyes. And let it be all our Prayers, that we may be 
freed from all Pride, Error, Prejudice, and Partiality, and un- 
derſtand and obey the truth, that at the great day of reckoning, 
when we ſhall all be called to give an account of our deport. 
ment in this weak and imperte&fiate, we all may be found not 
in the number of them who have deſpiſed Dominions, ſpeak 
evilot Dignities. But cf choſe whoſe lives have been an{wer- 
able to the holy Chriltian Religion, which is pure and peaccable. 

That which once moved Creſus his dumb Son to ſpeak, when 
his Enemies were about to killhim (my affeQtion to my Reli- 
gion, Prince, and Country.) hath. extorted from me this mean 
and unworthy Efſay in tendency to quench thoſe flames I fear . 
are breaking forth among us. And let us beware, and be ad- 
viſed, for if we perliſt in our wickedneſs, the very ftones in our 


Streets ſhortly will (it is to be fearcd_) cry out in judgment a-- 


gainſi us, to our confuſion and deſtruction. Farewell. 
| From all thy wrath, and from all our fras, 
Good Lord deliver ws. . 
F.INIS. 


